The Great Shang City
another curve of the river, and it is projbable both that they were still in occupation when the Sha?ag peoples came and that they were subdued by them.
These neolithic dwellings were dug oat of the ground in a circular trench some ten or twelve feet in diameter and piled up in the centre to resemble a bee-hive about the height of a man. The roof consisted of wooden beams covered with straw and earth. The entrance was through a hole in the roof. Loess is firm enough to make good vertical walls, so these dugouts were very habitable. There are many thousands of similar dwellings in China today, especially in the loess mountains of Honan, Shensi and Shansi provinces, where they are a greater protection than surface buildings against sand-storms, the burning heat of the summer and the freezing cold of the winter. They are even provided with the rudiments of modern comfort and with doors, windows and several rooms they are scarcely distinguishable inside from ordinary houses. The neolithic habitation was by comparison a very primitive affair and later came to be used either as a store-place or a slave's house.
The houses of the Shang people were very different and were so far advanced that they have become the typical Chinese dwellings ever since. This is built on an earth platform with a brick facing. Kiln-baked brick was unknown in the Shang period and the earth was poured into a wooden framework and rammed down layer by layer—a technique which has been used from the neolithic period to today. The result was a wall so firm that, in the case of the Shang terraces, for instance, it has resisted the rains of thirty centuries. The earth platform was a little wider than the house and jutted out in front of the entrance. The gable-ended roof was carried on three rows of pillars resting on stones in the earth. The only important difference between the Shang house and the modern Chinese house is that now the centre row of pillars which went right up to the ridge has been done away with. The walls of a Chinese house, whether ancient or modern, do not support the roof. They are simply partitions between the pillars. Formerly they were made of rammed clay, now they are usually one thickness of brick.
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